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Ottoman Power over a large part of the Peninsula, so
a thousand years ago the same motives were fully
appreciated by the Greek Emperors, who occupied the
position which the Sultan now holds at Constanti-
nople. From the latter part of the ninth century,
when Vlastimir was head of the Servian Confedera-
tion, dates the long series of hostilities between the
two countries, which, with varying fortune and con-
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siderable intervals of peace, continued down to the
subjugation  of   both  races  by the  Turks, only to
survive at the close of the nineteenth century after
both had been emancipated.    It was Presjam, prede-
cessor of the Bulgarian hero, Boris, who began the
attack  which   lasted   for   three years without  any
material advantage to either side.    The river Timok,
then, as now, the boundary between the two states,
was presumably the principal theatre of the war, and
the Serbs seem, on the whole, to have held their own
in this first trial of strength.    But Boris resolved to
avenge this national defeat.    He selected a moment
when the Serbs were more than usually divided, owing
to the partition ofYlastimir's power between his three
sons, to fall upon them.    But the three disputants
sank  their  differences   and   defeated   the   invader,